CHAMPIONSHIPS and AGE GROUP SWIMMING COMPETITION RULES.


1. OBJECTIVES

1.1 To provide the opportunity for Cumbria swimmers to compete in a County Championships licensed at Swim England Level 2.

N.B. The county of Cumbria was abolished on 1st April 2023 and replaced by the county of Cumberland and the county of Westmorland and Furness however ‘Cumbria’ is retained for convenience.

1.2 To provide the opportunity for multi-classification para-swimming for classes S1 – S14. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Multi-classification races, known as MC races, are where para-swimmers compete against rivals from different classifications.
] 


1.3 County Championships will held annually in conjunction with the Age Group Competition.

1.4  To find the best swimmers for each stroke in each Age Group and the overall best Open/Male and Female in both the Open and Junior Age categories.

1.5 To present the ‘Tommy Hatch Trophy’ to the club accruing the most points in the Age Group Competition.

1.6 To present the ‘Cumbria Trophy’ to the club accruing the most points in the Championship events.
 
2. SCOPE 

2.1 The Championships will comprise an appropriate number of galas for individual Age Groups events, and Age Group and County team relays.

2.2 All events will be held within the Swim England window for county championships (January / February)

2.3 To provide competitive swimming for 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 year olds and 16 years and over in a combined Championships and Age Group format within the county of Cumbria.
2.4 The Association will allocate gala sessions and member clubs will provide organisational support to the Gala Director.

2.5 ‘Tommy Hatch Trophy’ points will accrue for the 10 year to 16 years and over Age Groups in individual events and for 10/12 year and 13/14 year Age Groups in relay events.

2.6 ‘Cumbria Trophy’ points will accrue from Championship events.

3. ENTRY CONDITIONS

3.1 Championships and Competitions shall be open to all SE registered members of Clubs affiliated to the Association who have resided in the County of Cumbria from January 1st in the year of Competition or who were born in the County of Cumbria.

3.2 A dispensation may be granted, on an individual basis, by the Executive Committee to members of clubs affiliated to the Association who live outside the county boundary. This will depend upon individual circumstances. Applications for dispensation shall be in writing and shall reach the competition organiser prior to submission of the club’s entries.

3.3 Entries to individual events and relays shall reach the competition organiser by the date published in the Competition conditions accompanied by the appropriate fee. Late, poolside, or improved entries will not be accepted.

3.4 Competitors must be ‘Eligible Swimmers’ as defined by SE Law and nationally registered members of the club represented. This shall be the club with the longest unbroken membership on the closing date of the competition.

3.5 The fastest swimmers in the heats of Championship events will qualify for Championships finals with the exception of events which have been specified as ‘Heat Declared Winners’

3.6 Finalists and reserve finalists (individuals and teams) shall declare to the recorders, after the posting of the results or notification that the event would be swum as a final, if they intend to withdraw from the event. Failure to do so will result in suspension from future events in the current Championships.

3.7 Ages will be on the 31st December in the year of the competition.

3.8 The Female category is for birth sex females in accordance with Swim England’s Transgender and Non-Binary Competition Policy. By entering the ‘Female’ category, a swimmer confirms that their birth sex is female.

4. SCORING

4.1 Competitors shall score points which shall accrue to clubs of which the participants have entered under.

4.2 Swimmers who resign from a club after the closing date shall continue to represent that club for the purposes of scoring trophy points. An exception to this rule may be applied for swimmers in relay teams providing the participants have not entered any individual events

4.3 Points will be based on the number of lanes in which the competition is held – 6 Lane pool (6, 5, 4, 3, 2 , 1) and 8 Lane Pool (8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1) for each of individual events and team Age Group swimming event towards the ‘Tommy Hatch Trophy’.

4.4 Points will be based on the number of lanes in which the competition is held – 6 Lane pool (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1) and 8 Lane Pool (8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1)  for each of Open/Male, Junior Open/Male, Female and Junior Female  individual events and team events towards the ‘Cumbria Trophy’.

4.5 The 800m and 1500m freestyle and the 200m butterfly events are designated as being County Championship events only and will all be swum as Heat Declared Winner events.

4.6 In the event of dead heats or equal positions the points for the two or more positions affected shall be shared between the teams involved.

5. TROPHIES AND AWARDS

5.1 Medals struck from the Cumbria County Die will be award to competitors placed 1st, 2nd & 3rd in championship events.

5.2 Age Group badges will be awarded to competitors aged 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 & 16/Over age groups for each Age Group event for competitors placed 1st, 2nd & 3rd.

5.3 Trophies shall be presented to the winners of Championships. A trophy winner shall sign for its receipt and the winner' s Club shall be responsible for the cost of engraving it appropriately, maintaining it and returning it the following year to the Championship Secretary prior to the staging of the event.

5.4 The ‘Cumbria Trophy’ will be competed for annually and will be awarded to the Club gaining the most points in Swimming Championships.

5.5 The ‘Tommy Hatch Trophy’ will be competed for annually and will be awarded to the Club gaining the most points in the Age Group Competitions.

5.6 In the event of a tie, the trophy will be held jointly.


6. TEAM MANAGEMENT

6.1 A management team will be allowed on poolside with each team. The maximum number of management team members per team is as follows:

Team Numbers      Number of management team members permitted
Up to 20		3
21 to 30		4
31 to 40		5
41+			6

Team management should consist of both male and female members.

[bookmark: _GoBack]All teams must comply with ‘Swim England Team Manager, Coach and Chaperone Policy’

7. GALA OFFICIALS

7.1 The Championships Secretary shall appoint the officials as required by SE Law.

7.2 The Championship Secretary shall be responsible for the appointment of competitors’ stewards, door management and an announcer from the competing clubs.

7.3 Competing clubs shall be responsible for the supervision of their swimmers during the warm-up period.

8. GALA STARTING TIMES

8.1 All galas will start promptly at the times notified by the Competition Organiser. A session shall not start before the stated time without the consent of each of the competing clubs.

9. FINANCIAL

9.1 Each swimmer and club shall be responsible for its own expenses in attending galas.

9.2 Cumbria ASA shall reimburse the Competition Organiser, or their deputies, necessary expenses incurred in administering the competition.

9.3 Cumbria ASA is responsible for the cost of pool hire.

9.4 All monies received by the host clubs in respect of spectator entrance are the property of Cumbria ASA and must be sent to the County Treasurer together with a statement of account of the gala, within 7 days of the competition.

10. RESULTS

10.1 The Competition Organiser will provide a results service to clubs on a gala basis.

10.2 The running total of points accruing towards the ‘Tommy Hatch Trophy’ and the ‘Cumbria Trophy’ will be announced at the end of each gala and prior to the start of the subsequent gala.
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